Dear Christian friend!

My name is Alexander Popov. I am a teacher of Hebrew and Christian Education at Moscow Baptist Seminary. Also I manage the seminary library and publishing. My personal mission statement is to win Russia for Christ  through preaching to people in the language of the Russian culture. I believe that only through deep study of Christian doctrine and cultural background of our country can we reach the goal of spiritual revival of Russia. I think that Russian Christians cannot just borrow methods from foreign experience. They need to discover new methods and patterns of evangelism that would work in very specific Russian environment. That is why I am so committed to the idea of Christian education for all and especially for ministers of our churches striving to do my best at training young Christians. 

I have a long history of studying at Christian institutes and seminaries since 1993. Last year I graduated from International Baptist Theological Seminary (Prague, Czech Republic) where I did my master degree (my thesis was devoted to the theory of translation of the Bible into Russian; you can find full text by address http://alexandpopov.narod.ru/Dissfin.pdf ). Right after finishing these studies I applied to the doctoral program at the same seminary. This time I am going to write about history of the biblical hermeneutics of Evangelical Christian - Baptists in the Soviet Union. I chose this theme because in my opinion the knowledge of traditional approach to the Bible of Russian Baptists is extremely important for the self-concept of new Baptist generation which forms a basis for successful evangelism. I am planning to publish results of my doctoral research in a book and to prepare a seminary course and a series of lections for church ministers. 
I am going to continue my studies  as non-residential student without breaking my ministry at Moscow Theological Seminary 
  Unfortunately my frugal salary of a church minister in Russia does not allow me pay for my education. Actually I can hardly afford even travel expenses. So I ask you to help me, firstly, with your prayers and if possible with money.    
Here I include cost structure for my post graduate research at IBTS.
Year ONE: involves attending Orientation course and critical thinking module to enable preparation of an adequate and appropriate proposal, (normally three weeks in total)

Costs






USD



Visa per year (IBTS costs)



120
Accommodation (single room)


360
Lunches 


            
            120
Supervision/Tuition



            2 130
TOTAL Year one




2,600

+ tickets and Visa for 2 visits to IBTS 

600



Year TWO: involves attending for research and supervision and is based on two weeks in residence as many doctoral students find it helpful to come when a related module is being offered during intensive study periods in November, February or September.

Costs






USD



Visa per year (IBTS costs)



120

Accommodation (single room)


360
Lunches 


            
            120
Supervision/Tuition



            2 130

TOTAL Year two




2,600
+ tickets and Visa for 2 visits to IBTS 

600



Year three, four and five: involves attending for research and supervision and is based on two weeks in residence as many doctoral students find it helpful to be in the community when other doctoral students are around, which often takes place during intensive study periods in November, February or September.

Costs






USD



Visa per year (IBTS costs)



120
Accommodation (single room)


392
Lunches





87
Supervision/Tuition




961
YEARLY TOTAL: 3,4,5



1,560


+ tickets and Visa for 1 visits to IBTS

300
Total sum for 5 years including everything  $ 11 980

God bless you
Alexander Popov
PS. Additional information about me and my family is available on my personal site http://alexandpopov.narod.ru
